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Statvs: Vulnerable
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That is because some species are threatened with extinction. Right now, in Canada,
there are 368 species (excluding extinct) that, without our help, could disappear
forever. Twelve species are already extinct — gone forever. Sixteen more are no longer found in the
wild in.Canada, but survive elsewhere. Wildlife species need special places to live, called habitat.
When we destroy or change habitat, we put species in danger because they may no longer have a
place to live. Growing cities, pollution, alien species, illegal hunting, and development activities like
mining, forestry and intensive agriculture can all change or destroy habitat if we're not careful. It’s
not too late, though. Canadians are helping to save many species, including the Whooping Crane,
Peregrine Falcon,Woad Bison and Swift Fox. -

Here are some examples of species at risk that are found in a variety of habitats in Canada.

We need 4o work foward saving species, so yov, your Camily and Eriends Can enjoy thews, notw and
in the Evufure. They’ Ye our responsibility.

Vancouver Island Marme =
Statvs: Endangered
Hab!'{f&r JUba!PWiQ meadoly on ‘*’rf},?_‘c"u‘fﬂ' Island

This marmot is one of the rarest mammals in the world
and is found only on Vancouver Island. There are fewer
than 70 Vancouver Island Marmots left. Marmots occupy
subalpine meadow habitat and live in burrows where
they hibernate for seven months of the year. Adults are
about the size of a large house cat, with thick brown

fur and a white muzzle. Clearcut logging has reduced
survival, altered natural movement patterns and made
these marmots more vulnerable to predators and disease.
Scientists belleve that recovery is possible because of the
availability of natural undisturbed. habitat.

Black-Footed ,Eerref
Statvs: Extirpated (nofonger
found in the wild'in Canada)
Habitat: Prairie grasslands

These weasel-like carnivores used
to be common on the prairies.
They are the only ferrets native to
North America, and were believed
to be extinct until a small group
was found in the United States in
- 1981:The Black-Footed Ferret almost
disappeared because farmers poisoned
. the Prairie Dog, the ferret’s food source, to protect their crops. Ferrets
< are being raised in captivity in Canada and the United States and are belng
reintroduced in the United States.
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H&Y'QC{,UI n Duck ¢ ( Eastern population)

Status: Special Concern
Habifat: Fast running waters and coastal
marine environmends in Easfern Canada

The mouse-like squeak of Harlequin
ducks — sometimes called “sea mice” or
“squeakers” — used to be common along
both the Pacific and Atlantic coasts:in
winter. While there are still many on the
Pacific coast, fewer than 2000 ducks
remain in Eastern Canada. Oil spills,
damming of fast-running streams where
they breed, and illegal hunting continue to

threaten the Harlequin duck in danger of disappearing.

Blue Racer Snake
Status: Endangered
Habita{: Soufhern onfario prairies

In Canada, you'll find this speedy snake
only on Southern Ontario’s Pelee Island.
The Racer is one of the world’s fastest
snakes, and may grow as long as two
metres. The Racer is not poisonous. It
kills its prey by nabbing and swallowing

it whole. About 200 Blue Racer Snakes
remain in Canada and are threatened by
human disturbances like cottage building.
Some snakes are also killed on purpose.

Pitcher’s Thistle
Statvs: Endangered
Habitat: Sand dunes

This tough but pretty plant, which is the official flower
of Scotland, grows along the beaches of the Great
Lakes.The plant is important as a nectar source for
many insects. Many people accidentally trample on the
plant, not realizing it's so rare.White-tailed deer often
snack on the leaves and small, pink flowers of the
Pitcher’s Thistle, reducing its production of seeds.

Monarch Buﬁerf?l y

Status:Vulnerable -
Habifat: Places with
milkweed/qrassland

In summer, you can find Monarchs

in all provinces, but by fall they begin

heading south. Millions migrate to

Mexico and California, where they

spend winters in small areas that are
- subject to habitat loss. Protection

of the Monarch has become an

international effort. In Canada,

important migration stopover

areas are already protected.

Neoksack Dace
Statvs: Endangered
Habitat: Yast moving creeks

This hand-sized fish is left over from the last

ice age. In Canada, you'll find it only in the fast
moving ‘waters of four streams in British Columbia’s
Fraser Valley. Scientists believe it’s disappearing
because of water pollution and construction as
Vancouver's suburbs expand.




TRIVIA QUIZ ' |  complefe the puzzle below vsing +h

I. Why do Monarch Butterflies 8. The Pitcher’s Thistle i

fly south for the winter? the official flower Gf : : | | | | ‘
a. To find food a. The Great Lakes
b. To escape the cold b. Major League baseball : A i
c. Changing wind patterns c. Scotland | l l l lJ
2. Which bird has been 9. Why are wetlands : = ,
saved from extinction important? by - -
in Canada (so far)? a. Swimming and boating . sq,uiﬂe\? J J I l l I
a. The Labrador Duck b. Hydroelectricity doyou catn 4 ke 2 Wt
b. The PasSenger Pigeon c. Their -biOdiVEfSity o‘rj b a *YQQ aﬂd ac - Zp |4 | I | l l
c. The Peregrine Falcon clim , :
10. Which of the following e . -
3. In which province can ‘ form part of an ] I T | I [ —|
the Vancouver Island ecosystem? - : g :
Marmot be found? - a. Animals i — — = =
a. British Columbia b. Plants , =
b. Vancouver Island c. Rocks |6 | l ? | [ 1 : | l’ | | I
c: Albera d -All of the above L ==
4. What is the biggest threat I'l. On which ocean is the |a T | :
to wildlife? Harlequin Duck still < ; ‘ 0 l I’ r S v =
a. Cars plentiful? : s
b. Loss of habitat a. Atlantic ' ~ et : K
c. Pollution b. Pacific : [“’ [ 1 I | |
c. Arctic 5 |,, | | I | = =
5. How many species of - ¢ L4 7 L
wildlife are currently known ~ 12. What does extirpated =] =
to be at risk in Canada _ mean? - Ol E 2 SRR
(excluding extinct)? a. Gone from the Canadian I3[R 0 A ES 3 2 R P ;
a. ISBI wild 3 % |s: ||:p\s:s| [>]
a7 - b’ Upset E E {2 |¥] _ - [z=]¥]Ie]
c. 368 c. Found in Canada only L 3 g ! Mle 0
: , during warm months 117 R 1 TR ST e S B AL LN IR S
6. How many animals are o eyige] 1PH0]6 , , EEbE e
left if a species is extinct? gl L>-90-Sia e BT . el -
a. Less than 50 in the world el % ]
b. None in Canada : .S.IBMSUV i i IR C A
il % he earth is Sle,, the animals Wi LB ER]
: When the -
7. What is the Nooksack Dace? ear... Ge[RE]vin
a. A fish begm to disappear... . _ Chief Seattle
b. A famous West Coast :SAaMsuy
hiking trail :

c. A river from the ice age

SPEclES AT RISK IN CANADA (2001)

Moo Lepidopterans Vascular Lichens

(Terrestrial

Status Birds and Maine) Reptiles Amphibians Fishes Molluscs  (Butterfiies & Moths) Plants & Mosses TOTALS

TOTALS 54 59 21 £ T S S 00 128 5 ' 380%

*This number includes the twelve species that are already extinct.

Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottawa, Ontario KI1A 0H3 )
Phone (819) 997-1095 Fax (819) 997-2756
- Reprinted — September 2001




2 Clues provided: 3

_‘e"'_‘;"— 5
Across v
' 1. Rare west coast mammal N ’
2. A species of special " is sensifive
to human activity )

3. A meat eater >
4. Natural home of a plant or animal.
5. A species likely to become endangered if
no action is taken : o
6. Short for "biclogical diver'si‘l‘g" o
7. What geese and Monarch butterflies do
each tall : P
4 Fraser Valley stream swimmer [V o
9. Animatls, plants or micro-organisms that * | o5
are similar and are able fo reprodace ‘L\R‘ A.g!, :
10. Marsh, bog, swamp, efe. :&?“X" o« 9%
- 11. Thia animal roams the Prairies @%a\,;‘ ’iw"‘;;:

= ' 0 :
1T 1 bown : S

\J

1. Colourful butterfly that migrates to R
Mexico - e

= 2. When this happens. a species is gone
forever a3

3. Pelee Island snake : B el

] 4, At risk of becoming extinct - N

5. A species that is no longer found in the o
wild in Canada, but exists elsewhere

3 6. Wild animals or plants ~;

7. This Harleqgin is also known as a

“sed mouse”

L L]

SPECIES AND THEIR HABITAT

Followiné'iﬁhe example given, match these species to their habitat (the
place where they live): =

Monarch Bui:tgrﬂy ;
Black-Footed Ferret
- Harlequin Duck -

Fast moving creeks

Subalpine meadow on Vancouver lsland

Southern Ontario prairies

Pitcher’s Thistle Fast moving streams and rivers

Nooksack Dace .. Places with milkweed/grass land

Harbour Seal .. . Sand dunes

Vancouver Island Marmot Prairie grasslands

Blue Racer Snake Freshwater lakes east of Hudson Bay
.
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